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The following plan is the result of months of hard work and planning by many members of the USD 475 family. While
these plans have been evaluated, adapted, and carefully thought out, they may need to be adjusted as situations arise
and evolve. USD 475 will make every effort to keep our families informed and updated as these changes occur.
This document is intended to be a general overview of what the processes and procedures are for the school year.
Building principals have each developed a School Re-Entry Plan. This plan will be found on each school’s website the
week prior to the start of the 2020-21 school year. Each school’s plan will be different, as each school has a unique
layout, schedule, and student body size. Each plan will include information about lunch times, recess, safe travel through
school hallways, and other safety procedures for students and staff. Parents will be notified through email when these
plans are available to view.
For any questions that are not addressed by this document or the School Re-Entry Plan, families are highly encouraged
to reach out to their building principals and teachers to discuss their specific concerns.

COVID-19 and General Heath Guidelines
This information has been developed based on the most up-to-date guidance from the CDC (Center for Disease Control
and Prevention), KSDE (Kansas State Department of Education) and KDHE (Kansas Department of Health and
Environment), in collaboration with the Geary County Health Department (GCHD).
As we look ahead to the 2020-2021 school year, it is anticipated that COVID-19 will continue to spread. This is a situation
that is ever changing and evolving, and we will work to provide our families with the most up-to-date guidance. We
recognize that we have students that meet the guidelines of being more susceptible to the virus, as well as students that
live with family members that are high-risk.
Objectives throughout this pandemic are to optimize education, promote health and safety, and mitigate risk for
everyone who is part of the school community.

What is COVID-19?
A novel coronavirus is a new coronavirus that has not been previously identified. The virus causing coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19), is not the same as the coronavirus that commonly circulates among humans and causes mild illnesses,
like the common cold.
There are many types of human coronaviruses. COVID-19 is a new disease, caused by a novel (or new) coronavirus that
has not previously been seen in humans.
The virus that causes COVID-19 is thought to spread from person to person, mainly through respiratory droplets
produced when an infected person coughs, sneezes, or talks. These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people
who are nearby or can possibly be inhaled into the lungs. Spread is more likely when people are in close contact with
one another (within 6 feet).
COVID-19 seems to be spreading easily and sustainably in the community (“community spread”) in many geographic
areas. Community spread means people have been infected with the virus in an area, including some who are not sure
how or where they became infected.

References:
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USD 475 relies on information from the following resources:
•
•
•

Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE): www.kdheks.gov
Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE): www.ksde.org
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC): www.cdc.gov

Symptoms of COVID-19
Students exhibiting multiple symptoms associated with COVID-19 without other obvious explanations are prohibited
from coming to school, and if they do come to school, they will be sent home immediately. The full updated list of
symptoms can be found at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html. Symptoms appear 2-14 days after
exposure to the virus that causes COVID-19.
Symptoms:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fever (100.4 or higher)
Chills
Muscle or body aches
Fatigue
Headache
Sore throat
Lower respiratory illness (cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing)
New loss of taste or smell
Diarrhea

When to seek EMERGENCY medical attention:
•
•
•
•
•

Trouble breathing
Persistent pain or pressure in the chest
New confusion
Inability to wake or stay awake
Bluish lips or face

USD 475 school nurses will continue to follow the districts exclusion policy for all other illnesses. USD 475 will
collaborate with the Geary County Health Department regarding student symptoms, testing and contact tracing for
positive COVID-19 cases involving students or staff. USD 475 will consult with Fort Riley Public Health regarding decisions
related to schools on Fort Riley. USD 475 cannot require any student to be tested. Decisions on when to close
classrooms or schools will be made in collaboration with the Geary County Health Department on a case-by-case basis.

Preventative Measures
The following safety measure are being implemented to reduce the chances of contracting COVID-19. Even with these
measures in place, we cannot completely prevent exposure. Parents and/or guardians can do their part by screening
students for symptoms daily and by keeping their student home if they are not feeling well.

School Notification of Student Illnesses:
Parent and/or guardians are encouraged to contact the building secretary or school nurse regarding student
illnesses. Additional questions regarding symptoms your student is experiencing may be asked. Please do not
contact your student’s teacher.
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Returning to school:
Students may return to school when fever free for 72 hours without the use of fever-reducing medicines. This
has changed from previous years. We ask that you provide a doctor’s note if your child is ill and absent from
school for more than 3 days.
Wearing Cloth Face Coverings & Face Masks:
Governor Laura Kelly signed Executive Order 20-59 which requires students and staff wear face masks while in
all district school facilities, on school grounds, and school buses. Face masks will be required for students when
outside if physical distancing is not possible.
Face masks will not be provided by USD 475. It is the expectation that all students provide their own face mask
as we start the school year. Masks should be washed daily and replaced, as necessary.
Face masks will have to adhere to USD 475 dress code, (i.e. no profanity, no graphic language or images,
bandanas related to gang activity, etc.)
Face masks and coverings should not be placed on students who are under the age of 2 or anyone who has
trouble breathing, is unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance.
Early childhood students will socially distance during naps and not required to wear face masks.
Face shields are not recommended at this time as they do not provide the same protection against droplet and
airborne illnesses. Face shields do not form a correct seal around the face as compared to face masks. Face
shields may be worn in addition to face masks.
If your student has a medical condition or disability and cannot wear a face mask, contact your building principal
and school nurse. Those students will be handled on a case by case basis. Written documentation from a
physician will be required for all mask exemptions. Please visit Appendix B at the end of this document for the
Mask Exemption Form.
Handwashing:
Handwashing is very important to the prevention of spread of COVID-19. Students will be required to wash their
hands or sanitize when they arrive at school and once every hour. If hand washing is not feasible, it is
recommended that students use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol. Hand sanitization
stations will also be placed throughout the school buildings.
Temperature Monitoring:
Daily temperature monitoring of students will be conducted upon entrance of the building or classroom. The
district will use no-touch (infrared) thermometers to conduct temperature screenings. There will be a barrier
between the student and the staff member (example: both will be wearing face masks). Students with elevated
temperatures of 100.4 or higher will be seen by the school nurse or delegated staff for further assessment.
Each school will develop their own protocols for temperature taking which will be shared in their School ReEntry plans.
School nurses are available to screen and monitor students; however, school personnel are not able to test for
COVID-19 or diagnose students.

Physical Contacts
Students should refrain from physical contact such as high-fives, shaking/holding hands or hugging, as well as
maintaining physical distancing whenever possible.
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Nebulizer treatments:
If your student has asthma, we are asking that inhalers be provided to the school for as needed use. At this time,
we are limiting the use of nebulizer machines for treatments to emergencies only, due to the possibility of
droplets becoming aerosolized.
Isolation Room:
When students present with COVID-19 symptoms, they will await further evaluation and parent pick-up in a
designated isolation area. Students will have a staff member there to monitor them until they are picked up.
This area will be sanitized on a regular basis throughout the school day.
Picking up a student:
We will follow district policies regarding parent notifications. Each building will have a procedure for parents to
follow when picking up your student.
Refusal to follow expectations for health protocols:
To protect students and staff, health protocols have been developed and are expected to be followed. If a
student refuses to comply with district health expectations, schools will follow the Code of Conduct procedures.

COVID-19 Testing and Quarantine
COVID-19 testing is conducted at the direction of a physician, medical facility, or by the Geary County Health
Department. The district does not recommend, administer, or conduct testing. A student is considered to have COVID19 if they have received a positive test. Notification of test results will be made by a physician or the health department.
A case is considered infectious two days prior to the onset of symptoms and at least 14 days after the onset of
symptoms unless released earlier by an attending physician. Quarantine directions will be made by the Geary County
Health Department.
For cases that do not have symptoms, the infectious period is considered as two days prior to the date the test sample
was collected and at least 10 days from the date the test sample was collected.
These students must remain at home in isolation until they have met the criteria to be released from isolation as
established by KDHE and the GCHD unless released earlier by an attending physician.
Parents are encouraged to call the school nurse to report a student absence related to awaiting test results. Upon
notification of test results the parent/guardian of the student should contact their school nurse.

Types of COVID-19 Contacts
GCHD determines who is considered to have had contact with a positive COVID-19 case. A person could be considered as
a close/direct contact or as an indirect contact. Currently, the GCHD defines the two types of contact as the following:
Close/direct contact:
A close/direct contact is someone who has been within 6 feet of a COVID-19 positive case for at least 10 minutes
or had direct contact with bodily secretions (contact coughed, sneezed).
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Indirect contact:
An indirect contact was in the same room as the person that tested positive but was greater than 6 feet distance
or was within 6 feet for less than 10 minutes.

Types of Exposures
The following information is regarding the level of exposure individuals have had to someone that has tested positive for
COVID-19. This information is determined by the CDC, KDHE, and GCHD.
Known Exposure:
Students who are identified as close contacts of a COVID-19 case or who have traveled from a location on the
KDHE Travel-Related Quarantine List must be quarantined for 14 days and will not be allowed to enter the
school building. A negative test result within the 14-day quarantine does not allow the student to return earlier
than the 14 day out of school requirement.
No Known Exposure:
Students who have not been identified as a close contact to a COVID-19 case and have not traveled from a
location on the KDHE list may return to school.

COVID-19 Related Communications
USD 475 may send or receive communications regarding positive COVID-19 cases in the school community. The district
may receive communications from parents, staff, or GCHD regarding a student or staff that has tested positive. The
district may also send information to GCHD, parents, and staff regarding contact tracing, indirect exposure to a positive
case, and general health and safety notifications.
USD 475 will never release any communications that include personally identifiable information about a student or staff
member. District staff will not answer questions regarding a specific student’s health with anyone outside of the
student’s parents or guardians. Additionally, USD 475 will not answer questions regarding a specific staff member.
Contact Information:
Please make sure that all contact information to include emergency contacts is updated in Skyward. This is the
system families use to register students and check student grades. Parents should ensure all changes to contact
information should be updated immediately in Skyward.
Medical Inquiries:
Given the nature of the pandemic, the school district will make additional medical inquiries of students than
they otherwise would have in the past. Please note that federal law typically limits the type of medical inquiries
that can be made, but given the nature of the pandemic, more leeway has been given by federal agencies in this
circumstance. If a parent tells the school that a student is ill, the school may ask the parent whether the student
is exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19. School nurses will be in contact with parents of students prior to school
beginning and throughout the school year to determine if it is safe for your student to return. If your student is
on an Individual Healthcare Plan (IHP), the plan may need to be revised to minimize the risk of illness.
Please contact your school nurse directly with any concerns regarding your student’s health plan.

Generalized Tracking of Various Symptoms:
As we have done in the past, USD 475 will continue to work with GCHD by continuing track and report various
illnesses and symptoms. We do not share personal student information on this generalized report, only
symptoms.
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Tracing Positive Cases:
When there is a confirmed positive case of COVID-19 in a school, the school nurse and/or building principal will
notify the USD 475 Contact Tracing Team to assisting in the contact tracing process.
The contact tracing process will guide the decisions of exclusions and possible building closures. The exclusions
could affect one student, cohort team, classroom or building.
The school and district will work with the GCHD to assess for close contacts and inform those who are
potentially exposed that they must start a mandatory 14-day home quarantine period.
Positive Cases Notification:
Any student or staff member that is deemed a close contact with a positive COVID-19 individual will be notified
directly by a representative of GCHD or other appropriate county health department. Cooperation with the
school, district, and GCHD is encouraged to trace all possible contacts and reduce the potential exposure of
students and staff.
School Nurses will be trained to assist with making notifications to individuals determined to be a close contact.
School nurses will always communicate with close contacts directly by phone call. Email and Social Media
communications from USD 475 should never be considered as notification of being a close contact.
Building/district Notification:
If there is a positive case in any USD 475 building, those families will be notified by any or all of the following:
district text, email, letter, district and the school web pages. Identities of all positive cases will not be named in
any communications from the district to the school community.

Returning to School after Quarantine
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Once a student is excluded from school due to quarantine, they may return once the guidelines from KDHE and the
GCHD are met:
Positive COVID-19 test:
Symptomatic students may return when the following conditions are met:
•
•

14 calendar days have passed since the COVID 19 test or onset of symptoms and
Improvement of symptoms with no fever in the last 72 hours without the use of fever-reducing medicine
unless released in writing by a physician

Asymptomatic students may return when the following conditions are met:
•
•
•

14 calendar days have passed since the date the test sample was collected
Symptoms have not developed
If symptoms have developed during the 14-day period of isolation, then the above criteria for
symptomatic students will be followed. Adhere to the timeline of 14 calendar days from the first day of
onset of symptoms.

Untested:
Students who have not received a test for COVID-19, but experience symptoms may return if the following
conditions are met:
•
•
•

10 calendar days have passed since the onset of symptoms
Fever free for 72 hours without the use of fever-reducing medicine
Improvement of symptoms

Parent Notification from USD 475 Parent Handbook:
The following information describes the way parents are notified if a student is determined to be sick or injured while at
school.
Emergency Accident/Illness Notification:
The Parent/Guardian will always be the first contact. In case a Parent/Guardian is unable to be reached, other
individuals listed as emergency contacts will be contacted. If no one can be reached, an ambulance will be
contacted, and the student will be transported to the nearest hospital/ emergency room. A member of staff will
accompany the student. Additional staff will continue to attempt to reach the student’s Parent/Guardian.
Parent/Guardian(s) are held responsible for any costs involved in seeking emergency care.
Non-Emergency Notification:
If the student does not require immediate medical assistance and the parent/guardian or emergency contact
has not responded to any calls after 30 minutes, the building administrator will be informed. If there is still no
contact made by the parent/guardian or emergency contact after an hour, then the school nurse and building
administrator may make the decision to contact local law enforcement or Military Police (for active duty parents
only) to do a welfare check. If law enforcement or Military Police are unable to get in contact with the
parent/guardian, a report may be made to DCF to report a child in need of care. Parents/guardians are expected
to pick up their child as soon as possible, within the hour as schools are not equipped to provide medical care in
an isolated setting for the remainder of the day.

Immunization and Physical Requirements
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KSDE requires that all students attending a school in Kansas must be current on their immunizations. Students that are
entering a school in Kansas for the first time must also receive a physical from a physician. Immunization records are due
30 days after the first day of school. Physical exams are due 90 days after the first day of school. Immunization
requirements and physical exam forms may be found on the USD 475 district website, under Health Services.
All health records may be sent securely by sending an email to studentrecords@usd475.org. Please do not include
attachments in your initial request. Once you received an encrypted email reply, you may securely upload any
documents. Those documents will then be sent to the building secretary and school nurse at your students’ building.
Records are needed for remote learning students and in-person students.

Vision, Hearing and Dental Screenings
Vision screenings will be done as required by state law. Spot screener machines will be used and sanitized in between
students.
Hearing screenings will also be done as required by state law. Audiometer machines will be used, and headphones will
be sanitized between students.
Dental screenings will not be conducted at this time. Once it is deemed safe by the district, these services will be
restored.

Medication Administration:
Medication administration forms are available on the USD 475 district website, under Health Services. Any student
needing to take medication at school will need a new medication form signed yearly or as medication changes. All
prescription medications should be in the original bottles with the pharmacy label attached. This is the same for
inhalers. Medications will be given in the health office unless the school nurse decides that it is safer to give in a
different location. If a student requires a nebulizer treatment while at school, the school nurse will discuss with the
students’ parents and physician to see if an inhaler may be used to reduce the risk of droplet spread.
If you have more questions or concerns that have not been addressed, please reach out to your student’s building
principal and nurse. Together they are working to make this school year good environment to learn in as we have all
these health-related changes for them to incorporate into an already busy schedule.

District Communications
USD 475 will use a variety of methods to communicate with our families while ensuring the message is the same regardless of
the delivery method. However, some communication methods are reserved for emergencies only, while others are used more
frequently.
Parents should ensure that all contact information (email addresses, phone numbers, home addresses) is accurate and
up-to-date in their family Skyward accounts. Our system pulls contact information directly from family Skyward accounts, so
accurate contact information is vital to ensure families receive important communications from the district and their student’s
school.
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Additionally, any parents that have Facebook accounts should seek out the school Facebook pages for their student’s school
as well as the district’s main Facebook page for USD 475. Following these pages will ensure that parents stay up to date on
current events within the school and the district.
Websites:
District and school websites will be kept up to date with the most current information. Recent changes have
been made to allow for easier and quicker access to vital information parents will need.
Alert Banners will be used on websites for events and emergencies, such as a school closure. Banners are bright
red and appear at the very top of the website.
Every website now has a COVID-19 section, which will include information about remote learning, changes in the
district, frequently asked questions, current safety precautions, and any new guidance that comes available.
Social Media:
Social media outlets, such as district and school Facebook pages, will be updated often. As important
information becomes available or as changes occur, USD 475 will make every effort to post the information to
Facebook in a timely manner.
USD 475 will never release information regarding a specific student or staff member via social media.
Additionally, we will never discuss an individual student’s situation via social media. Social media is used for
disseminating information that is general in nature and applies to many students, parents, and families.
Emails & Text Messages:
USD 475 will send regular updates to families via email. This may occur on a district-wide level, or on a school
wide level.
Emails will contain recent and updated information that may be important for families to review.
Text messages are only implemented in case of emergency. This includes a school closure situation. Text
messages will be sent to the parent’s phone number provided in Skyward.
COVID-19 Email Notifications:
Parents and staff may receive email or text message notifications in the event a student or staff member within
their school tests positive for COVID-19. The district will only make a general notification to families and staff
and will not identify individuals nor answer any questions about specific information regarding a student or staff
member.
A message notification from the district should not be considered a notification that you or your student has
been deemed a close contact. Any close contacts of an individual with a confirmed positive COVID-19 test will be
contacted directly by the Geary County Health Department or an appropriate designated individual, such as a
school nurse.
The message that will be sent to families as a general notification is below:
“This message is to inform you that a student or staff member at our school has tested positive for COVID-19.
We are working very closely to assist local health authorities with contact tracing for anyone who was in direct
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contact with the student or staff member. If your student has been deemed a close contact with that student or
staff member, you will be notified by the Geary County Health Department or an appropriate designee.
This is a precautionary notification and should not be considered of a notification of being a close contact with
the student or staff member. Please be watchful for COVID-19 symptoms among your family members in the
days ahead. Symptoms may include fever, coughing, fatigue, loss of taste or smell, and more. A full list of COVID19 symptoms can be found at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html.
If you or anyone in your family starts to develop symptoms, please contact your medical professional for
advice.”

Hotlines
•
•
•
•

USD 475 Main Line: 785-717-4000
Technology Help Desk: 785-717-4357
COVID-19 Geary Community Hospital: 785-210-4214
COVID-19 Konza: 785-238-4711

Operations
Controlling Guidance
USD 475 receives guidance from multiple authorities that oversee the health and safety of students and staff in schools.
This guidance can sometimes provide requirements or restrictions on what safety measures the district will use. USD
475 can be required to follow certain mandates or restrictions from the following entities:
•
•
•

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE)
Geary County Health Department (GCHD)

School Safety Procedures
Each USD 475 school has created a School Re-Entry Plan which considers the unique needs of each building and will
cover detailed safety precautions specific to that building. These plans will be on each school’s website as well as links to
the district website. Please refer to your school’s plan for specific procedures and protocols. All information on the plans
replaces what may have been indicated in the Family Handbook.
The following precautions and procedures apply to all USD 475 schools.

Arrival and Dismissal
Parents will be asked to drop students off at school as close to the start time as possible. This will ensure that students
are not congregating in common areas before school. All students and staff will receive a temperature check prior to
entering the building/classroom. Schools may utilize multiple entrances for arrival and dismissal times. School arrival and
dismissal times can be found on the USD 475 website, under Schools, or at http://www.usd475.org/schools/start-anddismissal-times/.

Parents and Public in Buildings

14

While USD 475 values and appreciates all parent participation, our priority must be to keep our school environment for
students and staff as safe as possible. Therefore, we will allow extremely limited opportunities for parents and public in
our schools. This includes the first day of school as well as drop off and pick up. We will not hold events in the first
semester that bring large groups of parents and public into our schools. Individual meetings that cannot be conducted
virtually may be held following safety measures. Each school will develop procedures for parents dropping off items and
or picking up their child.

Classrooms
Each classroom throughout USD 475 is unique. They may vary greatly in size, layout, classroom equipment, and number
of students. Each teacher will work to adjust his or her own classroom to best fit the needs of the student within it. USD
475 may issue general guidance and requirements for classrooms, but teachers are welcome to implement any
additional safety measures that may be appropriate for his or her classroom. Our goal is to create a positive
environment to promote education, while also creating an environment that is as safe as possible for students and
teachers.
General Guidance on Classrooms:
District staff will be modeling appropriate behaviors for students, including the wearing of a mask and frequent
handwashing.
Teachers will monitor students each morning for potential exposure and emotional trauma from potential
outbreaks in the community and secure appropriate support for the student of concern.
Physical distancing will be practiced, when possible, as well as reinforcing the wearing of masks.
Non-district cloth furniture has been removed from the classroom in order to maximize floor space to assist with
physical distancing.
Students will be assigned seating and, when possible, be seated in a manner that ensures all are facing in the
same direction.
Alternate scheduling will be used at times to help reduce traffic in/out of common use spaces.
In order to limit hallway traffic, staff and administrators will travel to classrooms rather than students traveling
to the office, commons areas, etc.
Cohort Groups:
Teachers will establish cohort groups of students that sit, work, play, and dine together. This will help minimize
and manage close contact exposures. The mixing and sharing of student supplies is discouraged. Students should
each have their own supplies, and all supplies should be labeled with the student’s name. Shared supplies will be
sanitized between uses.
Classroom cleaning:
Each classroom will receive a spray bottle of Virex decontaminant and microfiber cloths. Teachers are instructed
to clean frequently, by spraying contact surfaces and allowing time for the Virex to kill viruses before wiping off
the surface. Virex is most effective when sprayed on a surface and allowed to evaporate over time.

Common Areas
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Students congregating in large groups will be discouraged. Schools will utilize common areas to spread students out
during times they would normally congregate in one area, like lunch or PE. Schools may also stagger activities to allow
for the fewest number of people in an area at one time.
The District custodial contract partner has implemented an enhanced cleaning initiative. This includes individually
trained custodians for each school who will be dedicated to disinfecting common areas on an ongoing basis. This
includes media centers, hallways, cafeterias, offices, gymnasiums, entrances, nurse stations, restrooms, lounges, and
more. These custodians will focus on high-traffic touch points and areas with lots of use.
Evening custodial teams will focus on decontamination in order to prepare for the start of school the following day.

In-School Transitions
The following guidelines will be used for safe transition periods when possible.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Staggered arrival and dismissal times
Limit traffic in hallways whenever possible
Encouragement of physical distancing
Implementation of one-way traffic flow when possible
Ensuring students face forward when walking
Staggered schedules
Leaving doors open where possible (to limit the number of contact points)
Scheduled Locker Visits
Utilizing outside space

Extra-Curricular Activities
Only USD 475 affiliated groups, clubs, and organizations will be authorized to use district facilities after school hours.
This practice will help ensure the enhanced cleaning protocols are not compromised.
Coaches, sponsors, students, and parents will be educated in screening participants for symptoms and enforce district
mitigation protocols. Attendance rosters shall be maintained and at minimum include date/time of event, names of
participants, and note of symptoms, if any. The roster will be used to support contact tracing if required.
Administrators shall maintain constant communications with all stakeholders regarding protective measures being taken
and changes in policies and in calendars (scheduling).
School assemblies, fundraisers, awards assemblies, field trips, and other opportunities which bring large groups of
students together will not be provided for the first semester.
Athletic Activity Risks:
Athletic activities are categorized by KSDE by the level of risking exposure to COVID-19 while participating.
High Risk: football, wrestling, cheer (stunting)
Moderate Risk: baseball, softball, volleyball, basketball, soccer, swimming, field events
Low Risk: sideline cheer, dance and cross country

Athletic Activity Risk Mitigation:
USD 475 will implement additional safety measures for students that participate in school-sponsored sports.
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Athletic equipment is to be sanitized frequently
Communal water stations are to be avoided
Small practice groups shall be utilized
Face-to-face contact shall be limited
Use of locker rooms shall be staggered
Masks shall be worn when not practicing physical distancing.

Guidelines for 6-12 Performing Arts:
The following measures are considered overall guidance. Principals and coaches may implement additional
safety precautions, as needed.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Masks should be worn, as it reduces disbursement significantly for both instrumental and vocal. The best
masks are surgical masks with mouth slits cut for instrumentalist.
Apply physical distancing.
When possible, rehearse outdoors
Use bell covers for instruments
Limit rehearsal time to 30 minutes and allow for air change.
Create air flow for chorale and band rooms. (Open windows, doors industrial fan to pull air).

Middle and High School Athletics Participation
Students who choose to engage in remote learning can participate in athletics and activities if they meet the
other requirements of the program, for instance, maintaining grades and attendance. For more information,
please visit http://bluejayathletics.org.

Facilities
USD 475 has implemented additional cleaning procedures and staff, installed additional safety equipment and invested
in new air handling systems for schools to assist in reducing the spread of COVID-19 in schools.
Additional Equipment:
Lexan sneeze guards are in place in common areas across the district including front offices, food service lines,
nurses' offices, and special education program areas.
Hand Sanitizer:
Hand sanitizer is available at building entrances. Students will be encouraged to frequently wash hands with
soap and water.
Signs:
Physical distancing signage is available at each school. Vinyl floor tape may be used to provide pedestrian traffic
guidance in hallways and common areas.
HVAC and Air Handling:
District heating, ventilation, and air conditioning control systems are being upgraded to allow the purging and
replenishing of air.
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Enhanced Cleaning:
The enhanced clean initiative includes a total of five electrostatic sanitization backpacks. District facilities will be
electrostatically sanitized weekly and on demand when an outbreak in a facility occurs.

Food Service
Building administrators shall develop school specific plans for ensuring physical distancing during meal periods. These
plans may make use of the lunchroom, commons areas, gymnasiums and classrooms.
The National School Lunch Program and Breakfast Program regulations apply. All meal exchanges will be accompanied
by an electronic transaction. As a best practice, remote learning students are to be afforded access to meals. Please
refer to school re-entry plans for instructions about remote meal access.
Meals will largely consist of pre-packaged and/or easily consumed food items. Food bars will not be utilized. Staggering
of meal periods is encouraged with seating assignments. Where available, second chance and Grab-n-Go breakfast
programs will continue.
Water fountains have been disabled and water filling stations have been provided to schools. Students are asked to
bring in their own water bottle and can refill them from the water filling stations.

Transportation
Students riding busses will follow the same mask requirements as is in place for the district as a whole. There will be a
maximum of two students per seat, assigned seating, and students must face forward. If your student receives
transportation as a service through special education and you have questions or concerns about information shared in
this communication, please contact your student’s IEP team or case manager.
Fort Riley access control remains a fluid and changing dynamic. Current Fort Riley guidance includes the gate guard
entering the bus to coordinate clearance with the bus driver. Affected staff shall be kept informed by district personnel
regarding current Fort Riley protocols and enforcements.

Technology
Technology will continue many of the processes from the initial continuous learning plan that began in April 2020. For
assistance, students or those assisting students can call the technology help desk at 785-717-4357 or 785-717-HELP. If a
student does not have Internet connectivity at home, a hot spot can be requested from the district by calling the help
desk at no cost to the parent or student. Curbside service is available for technology repairs. Please contact the help
desk if you require curbside service.
Technology Updates:
At times, we may ask students to go to buildings for software updates. Students may take their device to the
parking lot of any school in the district and turn the device on. The device should connect to the school’s
network automatically and the updates will download.
Remote Learning Platform:
The district will continue to use Schoology as our learning management system. It will serve as the main “hub”
for online learning activities within both on-site and remote learning opportunities. Instructional content
including videos, discussions, and assignments will be posted to Schoology Courses.

Schoology offers two separate account types: 1.) Parent Accounts 2.) Student Accounts. A parent account will
allow parents to view their child’s assignments and activities posted within Schoology. A student account will
allow a student to participate in online coursework and complete learning activities.
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To learn more about accessing Schoology, visit this page: https://bit.ly/Schoology475 or visit
http://www.usd475.org/online-learning-platform-instructions/

Academics
“Students First” is USD 475’s primary core value. As demonstrated throughout this plan, you will see how student needs,
both academic and social/emotional, will be addressed for this 2020-2021 school year. Students enrolled in USD 475 will
either attend on-site in an on-site classroom or attend school via remote learning. All families with children grades PreK12th were given the option of enrollment type based upon the child’s optimal learning environment and needs.
During this pandemic health emergency and the re-opening of schools, USD 475 will take proactive steps to; protect the
educational environment and workplace, ensure all essential educational services are continuously provided, and keep
students and employees safe.
USD 475 will provide a clean school environment to prevent the spread of infection in the school buildings, including the
regular cleaning of objects and areas that are frequently used, such as bathrooms, break rooms, conference rooms, door
handles and railings. Health department designated cleaning solution or disinfecting wipes will be provided to
employees and students to clean personal workspaces and equipment.
The Navigating Change: Kansas' Guide to Learning and School Safety Operations Document (NCD) was released to the
state of Kansas on Wednesday, July 15. This document was considered guidance for school districts in Kansas to use as
they planned to reopen schools for the 2020-21 school year. The document is over 1,100 pages long and covers all
aspects of education in public schools. The complete document can be found on the KSDE website at
https://www.ksde.org/Teaching-Learning/Resources/Navigating-Change-Kansas-Guide-to-Learning-and-School-SafetyOperations.
USD 475 takes all guidance from KSDE into consideration when making plans and implementing additional safety
measures.

Professional Development
USD 475 will provide additional training to all staff this year regarding COVID-19 safety measures, procedures, and
protocols, prior to the start of the 2020-21 school year. This training will cover a variety of topics and issues, including
the School Re-Entry Plan, screening students for symptoms, tools for remote learning, and more.
Professional Development Schedule:
July 27-31, 2020
Administrative Team
August 3 -6, 2020
Orientation - New Staff to USD 475
August 18, 2020
Remote Learning (RL) Expectations for RL Teachers
August 20-21, 2020
COVID-19 Training for all school employees
August 24-28, 2020
District and Building provided professional development

Academic Calendar

19

The academic calendar for the 2020-21 school year is below. This calendar reflects the delay in the start of the school year, as
well as the adjustment of all milestones within the school year and the adjustment to the end date. As situations develop
throughout the year, this calendar may need to be adjusted. The most recent calendar can be found at
http://www.usd475.org/2020/06/03/2020-2021-school-year-calendar/ or by going to your school’s website and clicking on
the Calendar link at the top of the page and selecting the 2020-21 School Year Calendar.

th

PreK through 12 grade
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Resources and Services
Students that are engaged through remote learning will have the same access to the resources the district provides to all
students. This includes access to school counselors, social workers, therapies, and others. Some of the services may be
made available through remote means, where it is appropriate.

Special Education
Special education services provided through on-site education will be as written in the student’s respective
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) unless changes are agreed upon by the IEP team. This includes all therapies and
specially designed instruction with safety measures in place to mitigate the risk for infection with both staff and
students.
Special education students whose parents have chosen the remote learning platform will be working with their child’s
respective IEP team in order to determine what services are appropriate and necessary to meet their individual needs
while in the remote setting. This would include all services and therapies which the team believes are appropriate and
necessary in order to meet their student’s needs. The IEP will include a “contingency plan” for the remote setting so that
multiple meetings are not necessary when the child attends again on-site.
In the event that the school district must pivot to the remote learning platform, parents will be working with their child’s
respective IEP team in order to determine what services are appropriate and necessary to meet their individual needs
while in the remote setting. This would include all services and therapies which the team believes are appropriate and
necessary in order to meet their student’s needs. The IEP will include a “contingency plan” for when this occurs so that
multiple meetings are not necessary if the district must pivot between remote learning and on-site education.

ELL Services
ELL teachers will continue to provide support to students with limited English language proficiency through small group
instruction and in class support. Scaffolded materials will be provided to allow students the ability to access the content.
ELL Aides will be utilized to provide native language support for students both in the school building and in remote
learning.

On-Site Learning
Students receiving an education inside a USD 475 school building will be expected to attend school 5 days a week. USD
475 does not currently offer a hybrid learning option. However, the district may choose to move to this type of
education model as situations develop throughout the school year. If a hybrid learning model is adopted, it could be at a
classroom level, a school level, or a district-wide level. In the event this situation occurs, USD 475 will make every effort
to inform families of potential changes to delivering education to our students.
Students will routinely use Schoology so that they are accustomed to the platform prior to any school closure or
quarantine situation. Schools may close throughout the school year if a high rate of infections is observed or as ordered
by local, state, or national officials.

Remote Learning
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KSDE has established certain guidelines that all school districts must follow when educating students remotely. USD 475
considered the information from KSDE, as well as input from parents, teachers, and administrators, when developing the
remote learning platform students will be using. See Appendix C and D regarding time commitment for parents and
students.
Learning Time:
All remote learning students are required to have the same amount of time dedicated to education as students
that receive education inside a school building. This means that all remote learning students shall complete 360
minutes of learning per school day. These requirements apply to students educated at USD 475 schools and
remote learning classrooms. Regardless if the student is enrolled on-site or in remote learning, the same
standards and curriculum will be taught and instructed. Please see Appendix E for the breakdown of remote
learning expectations for Pre-K through grade 5.
Learning Activities:
The student’s teacher will provide activities for the students to conduct during the day. These activities will
range from virtual class meetings, instruction, assessments, assignments, and at-home activities. Parents and
students will be required to complete a daily log that tracks the educational activities of each student. The
activity log can be found in Appendix A at the end of this document. Your student’s teacher can also send you an
example of the form. Logs will be required to be signed and families will be provided with electronic signing
capabilities to allow for electronic signatures.
Electronic Devices:
All students in USD 475 schools are issued a technological device, such as a tablet or laptop computer. Students
without adequate internet access may also be issued a wireless hot spot device for internet connectivity.
Students engaged in remote learning will be provided an opportunity to pick up their assigned devices prior to
starting school. USD 475 will communicate with those families directly to provide instructions for pickup from a
central location.
Classroom and Teacher Assignment:
Dedicated remote learning teachers will be assigned for Pre-K through 5th grade students, while 6th-12th grade
students will have different teachers based on subject matter. Elementary students (PreK-5) participating in
remote learning will be assigned to a USD 475 teacher as their primary teacher. While every effort will be made
to assign students to teachers from their home schools, some students may be paired with students from
another school to create a full remote learning classroom. Teacher and classroom assignments will be available
to families prior to the start of the 2020-21 school year.
Teachers will provide students with daily interactions, assignments and activities, and ensure students have
access to resources and services they may need. Teachers will be available to meet with the student’s family
through virtual meetings.
Parent Involvement:
Parents and guardians of remote learning students may be expected to assist students during their learning
time. Parents may need to organize offline activities, provide support with attending virtual meetings and
classes, prepare a learning calendar for each day, and provide other assistance to the student as needed during
the learning time.

For a more detailed guide of expectations for students and parents engaging in remote learning, please visit
http://www.usd475.org/2020/07/28/remote-learning-guide/. An example of a typical day in remote learning
can be found here.
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Learning During Quarantine
Some students may be required to quarantine due to exposure to a positive COVID-19 case. Students will have the
opportunity to continue receiving education from USD 475 when a quarantine situation is required. If students are not ill
but still required to quarantine, they will still be able to continue learning temporarily. USD 475 will provide
opportunities for students to continue receiving an education as long as they are well enough to learn.
Students will take laptops home from school every day so that students have the devices available if they need to
suddenly switch to remote learning.
Teachers will use the Schoology platform in the classroom regularly so that students are able to easily find assignments
and information from their teachers if the need to switch to remote learning arises.
Teachers will communicate expectations with families if a need for a student to switch to remote learning occurs.

Frequently Asked Questions
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On-Site and remote learning school supplies may be found here: http://www.usd475.org/handbooks-and-supplies/
1. When will teacher assignments be released so parents can find out which teacher their student will have this
year?
Class assignments and lists will be available as soon as possible. Individual schools will release their class lists
and notify families as soon as the information is available. Remote learning students can be expected to be
contacted by their assigned teacher.
2. If a family chooses remote learning for a student who receives special education services, will we be able to
come into the school building for services, like OT and Speech Therapy?
These cases will be handled on an individual basis. Some students may come into the school building to
receive services, based on the needs of the student. Please refer your questions to your IEP team for more
information.
3. Will middle and high school students that choose remote learning have access to the same electives as on-site
students?
No. Students that choose remote learning will have a selection of electives that the district will provide
through a remote platform. Not all classes may be taught remotely, so class offerings may vary between
platforms. Parents should contact their student’s principal or school counselor for more information.
4. Will students be allowed to play sports or participate in activities if my family chooses remote learning?
Yes. Students that participate in remote learning will be able to participate in sports and some activities,
provided that the students still meet the requirements established by KSHSAA for participation. Some
activities may not be available, especially if there a cocurricular requirements that are not offered for
remote learners. Please contact the appropriate school’s activities director for more information.
5. Will band be offered to students this school year?
Please see guidance above for the performing arts.
6. Will Boys and Girls club programs be operating before and after school this year?
Yes, but these programs are now run by the Junction City Family YMCA. Please visit their website for more
information at http://www.junctioncityfamilyymca.com/.

Appendix A: Remote Learning Log
Date: _______________________________________________________
Student name: _______________________________________________

Student ID: _________________________________________

Student grade: _______________________________________________

School: _________________________________________

Name of Teacher(s) who made contact today: __________________________________________________________________________________
ACTIVITY/CLASS

ASSIGNMENTS COMPLETED
Y
N

Y

TEST TAKEN

N

TOTAL MINUTES

I certify that I am enrolled and participating in courses offered through USD 475
Student Signature: ____________________________________________

Date: _________________________________________

I certify that my child is enrolled and participating in courses offered through USD 475.
Parent Signature: _____________________________________________

Date: _________________________________________

25

Appendix B: Face Mask Exemption Form
Parents will need to fill out this form and have it signed by their student’s doctor to be exempt from the rule for face masks.
This form will need to be returned to the student’s school nurse to be granted the exemption. Please see the next page.

Face Mask
Exemption Form
Geary County Schools USD 475
This form MUST be signed by a healthcare provider (MD, DO, PA, APRN) AND parent (if the
individual is a student) and received by the school office before the start of the school year.

NAME of STUDENT:
GRADE/SCHOOL:
NAME of EMPLOYEE:
SCHOOL/DEPARTMENT/BUILDING:

My patient, _______________________________, should be exempted from wearing a face mask at
school/work. I hereby authorize Geary County Schools USD 475 to exchange information regarding this
request with the above name physician.

Printed name of Physician/Provider:
Signature of Physician/Provider:
Date:

To be signed by parent/guardian IF the patient is a student:

Printed name of Parent/Guardian:
Signature of Parent/Guardian:
Date:

Appendix C: Remote Learning Student Expectations
See next page
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Remote Learning
Student Expectations
The remote learner plays a vital role in their education. Students will want
to consider the time and obligations that will need to be completed.

General Information
Students will be doing all of their
learning from home.
The student is enrolled in the USD
475 remote learning option by
7/31/20 by a parent/guardian.
Students having been identified for
eligible services and supports will
be provided as required (Special
Education, Social and Emotional
Supports, ELL Services, etc.).
The district will provide laptops
for students to use with remote
learning. Other instructional
supplies may be provided based
on learning activities.
Remote students will need to
have internet access. USD 475 has
wireless hot spot devices to issue
to students that lack adequate
access to an internet connection.
Students will need to fill out
and sign a daily learning log
showing they have completed
the state-mandated 6 hours
of instructional activities.
Students must have a
daily connection (telephone or
video conferencing) with a local
remote teacher employed by
USD 475. Daily contact is
required with at least one
teacher, not multiple teachers.

Daily Time Commitment
Students will need to complete 6 hours
(360 minutes) of learning activities
daily according to Kansas State
Statute. (K.S.A 72-3115)

6
hours
Learning Activities
The amount of screen time will
vary based on the age of the
student and activity type.
Typically, younger students will
have less screen time.
Both computer-based
and non computer-based
activities will be utilized.
- Video Conferences
- Instructional Videos
- Digital Assignments/Projects
- Reading/Writing
- Art/Music
- Physical Movement/Exercise
- Labs/Hands-on Activities

Contact the Help Desk (785) 717-4357 if you
need technical support.
If you have questions about accessing
instructional content or the content itself,
contact the teacher.

Expectativas del estudiante
para el aprendizaje remoto
El estudiante remoto juega un papel vital en su educación. Los estudiantes
querrán considerar el tiempo y las obligaciones que deberán completarse.

Información general
Los estudiantes harán todo su
aprendizaje desde el hogar.
El estudiante fue inscrito en
la opción de aprendizaje remoto de
USD 475 antes del 31 de julio de
2020 por un padre/tutor.
Los estudiantes que hayan sido
identificados para recibir servicios y
apoyos elegibles se proporcionarán
según sea necesario (educación
especial, apoyo social y emocional,
servicios de ELL, etc.).
El distrito proporcionará computadoras
portátiles para que los estudiantes las
usen con el aprendizaje remoto. Se
pueden proporcionar otros suministros
de instrucción basados en actividades
de aprendizaje.
Los estudiantes remotos deberán tener
acceso a internet. USD 475 tiene
dispositivos de punto de acceso
inalámbrico para emitira los estudiantes
que carecen de acceso adecuado a una
conexión a Internet.
Los estudiantes deberán completar y
firmar un registro de aprendizaje
diario que demuestre que han
completado las 6 horas de actividades
de instrucción exigidas por el estado.
Los estudiantes deben tener una
conexión diaria (teléfono o
videoconferencia) con un(a)
maestro(a) empleado por USD 475.
Se requiere contacto diario con al
menos un(a) maestro(a), no varios
maestros.

Compromiso de tiempo diario
Los estudiantes deberán completar 6
horas (360 minutos) de actividades de
aprendizaje diariamente de acuerdo
con el Estatuto del Estado de Kansas.
(K.S.A 72-3115)

6
horas
Actividades de aprendizaje
La cantidad de tiempo de pantalla
variará según la edad del
estudiante y el tipo de actividad.
Por lo general, los estudiantes más
jóvenes tendrán menos tiempo
frente a la pantalla.
Se utilizarán actividades
basadas tanto en
computadora como no en
computadora.
- Video conferencias
- Videos instructivos
- Asignaciones/proyectos digitales
- Lectura/Escritura
- Arte/Música
- Movimiento/ejercicio físico
- Laboratorios/actividades prácticas
Póngase en contacto con el servicio de asistencia
(785) 717-4357 si necesita asistencia técnica.
Si tiene preguntas sobre cómo acceder al
contenido educativo o al contenido en sí,
comuníquese con el(la) maestro(a).

Appendix D: Remote Learning Parent/Guardian Expectations
(see next page)
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Remote Learning
Parent/Guardian Expectations
As the parent and/or guardian of a remote learner, you play a vital role in your
student's education. You will want to consider the time and obligations that will need
to be completed as a Parent/Guardian.

Time Commitment
Below are estimates of time you as a
parent/guardian may need to dedicate for
supporting your student with remote
learning. The time you need to provide
support will vary depending on each
student's skills and abilities.

Parent/Guardian

K-2

3-5

4-6
hours

3-5
hours

6-8

9-12

2-3
hours

1-2
hours

Student (K-12)

6
hours

Students will need
to complete 6 hours
(360 minutes) of
learning activities
daily according to
Kansas State
Statute.
(K.S.A 72-3115)

Tasks/Responsibilities
Enroll student and select the
remote learning option by
7/31/2020. The enrollment
option chosen cannot be
changed during the semester.

7/31/2020

*Remote Learners will be assigned to Instructors
that may/may not be from their home building.

Support students and
serve as a learning
partner for daily
learning activities.
Fill out and sign a daily learning
log indicating the student has
completed the state-mandated
6 hours of instructional activities.

Support students with
connecting to the
internet and navigating
to learning resources.

Contact the Help Desk (785) 717-4357
if you need technical support.
If you have questions about
accessing instructional content or the
content itself, contact the teacher.

Expectativas de padres/tutores
de aprendizaje remoto
Como padre y/o tutor de un estudiante remoto, usted
juega un papel vital en la educación de su hijo. Deberá considerar el tiempo y
las obligaciones que deberá completar como padre/tutor.

Compromiso de tiempo
A continuación, se presentan estimaciones
del tiempo que usted como padre/tutor
puede que necesite dedicar para apoyar a
su estudiante con el aprendizaje remoto. El
tiempo que necesita para brindar apoyo
variará dependiendo de las habilidades y
destrezas de cada estudiante.

Padre/Tutor

K-2

4-6
horas

3-5

3-5
horas

6-8

9-12

2-3
horas

1-2
horas

Estudiante (K-12)

6
horas

Los estudiantes deberán
completar 6 horas (360
minutos) de actividades
de aprendizaje
diariamente de acuerdo
con el Estatuto del Estado
de Kansas.
(K.S.A 72-3115)

Tareas/Responsabilidades
Inscriba al estudiante y seleccione
la opción de aprendizaje remoto
antes del 7/31/20. La opción de
inscripción elegida no se puede
cambiar durante el semestre.
7/31/2020
*Los estudiantes remotos serán asignados a
instructores que pueden o no ser de su escuela
de origen.
Apoye a los estudiantes y sirva
como socio de aprendizaje
para las actividades diarias
de aprendizaje.
Complete y firme un registro de
aprendizaje diario que indique que
el estudiante ha completado las 6
horas de actividades de instrucción
exigidas por el estado.

Apoyar a los estudiantes con
la conexión a Internet y
la navegación hacia recursos
de aprendizaje.
Póngase en contacto con el servicio
deasistencia (785) 717-4357 si necesita
asistencia técnica.
Si tiene preguntas sobre cómo acceder al
contenido educativo o al contenido en sí,
comuníquese con el(la) maestro(a).

Appendix E: Remote Learning Time Expectations
(see next page)
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The Day in the Life
of a Remote Learner
Elementary:
Possible Daily Time Allotments
(Times May Vary)

Social and Emotional/Connectedness (30 mins)
Reading, Phonics, Grammar (100 mins)
Physical Education (20 mins)
Writing (30 mins)
Lunch
Math (100 mins)
Recess
Science: (30 mins)
Social Studies (90 mins/week)*
Computer Literacy Skills (60 mins/week)*
*Social Studies & Computer Literacy may alternate days

6th-12th Grades
Middle and high school students' schedules will be dependent on the courses they are
enrolled in. Secondary buildings, principals, and teachers of courses will communicate
with students about expectations, requirements, meetings/conferences, etc.

Specific learning activities will depend on the age of the student,
subject, and topic. They will be a blend of activities that require the
use of the computer and those that do not.

El día en la vida de un
estudiante remoto
Elemental:
Posibles asignaciones diarias de tiempo
(Los tiempos pueden variar)

Social y emocional/Conectividad (30 minutos)
Lectura, fonética, gramática (100 minutos)
Educación física (20 minutos)
Escritura (30 minutos)
Almuerzo
Matemáticas (100 minutos)
Recreo
Ciencia: (30 minutos)
Estudios Sociales (90 minutos/semana)*
Habilidades de alfabetización computarizada (60 minutos/semana)*
* Estudios Sociales y la alfabetización computarizada pueden alternar días

Grados 6-12
Los horarios de los estudiantes de intermedia y secundaria dependerán de los cursos en
los que estén inscritos. Los edificios secundarios, los directores y los maestros de los
cursos se comunicarán con los estudiantes acerca de las expectativas, requisitos,
reuniones/conferencias, etc.

Las actividades de aprendizaje específicas dependerán
de la edad del estudiante, la materia y el tema. Serán una combinación
de actividades que requieren el uso de la computadora y las que no.

