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The elementary music curriculum for the students in USD 475 is based on the nine National 

Standards of Music adopted in 1994 and the Kansas Music Standards. The standards are: 

 

1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.  

3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. 

4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines. 

5. Reading and notating music. 

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 

7. Evaluating music and music performances. 

8. Understanding relationships between music, the arts, and disciplines outside the 

arts. 

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture. 

 

 

Vision Statement 

 

To inspire all students and teachers to achieve excellence and creative confidence in music in 

order to become independent, wise, and compassionate individuals throughout their lives. 

 

 

Purpose Statement 

 

The purpose of the Kansas Music Education Standards is to: 

 

1. Strengthen music education in Kansas as a core academic subject. 

2. Bring music education in Kansas into alignment with the National Standards 

developed by the Music Educators National Conference (MENC) and endorsed by 

the United States Department of Education. 

3. Provide guidance to Kansas schools in order to achieve educational 

accountability requirements through music education. 

4. Serve as a guide for Kansas schools in developing and revising Pre-K to 12 music 

education curriculum. 

 

 

Outcome Statement 

 

Students will demonstrate a broad-based, well-grounded understanding of the nature, value, and 

meaning of music (adapted from the introduction to the National Standards for Arts Education, 

p. 19).  
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USD 475 Elementary Music Teachers  
Contact Information 

 
 

Custer Hill   

Selena Efken   SelenaEfken@usd475.org    785-717-4320 

 

Eisenhower 

Chris Day   ChristineDay@usd475.org   785-717-4340 

  

Fort Riley  

Greg Gooden   GregoryGooden@usd475.org   785-717-4450 

 

Franklin 

Matthew Brockway  MatthewBrockway@usd475.org  785-717-4380 

     

Grandview 

Matthew Brockway  MatthewBrockway@usd475.org  785-717-4470 

 

Jefferson 

Louise Dilly   LouiseDilly@usd475.org   785-717-4550 

 

Lincoln 

Angie Hook   AngelaHook@usd475.org   785-717-4570 

 

Milford 

Angie Hook   AngelaHook@usd475.org   785-717-4170  

   

Morris Hill  

Sally Sharp   SallySharp@usd475.org   785-717-4650 

 

Sheridan 

Desiree Brown  DesireeBrown@usd475.org   785-717-4670 

 

Spring Valley 

Mary Louise Stahl  MaryLouiseStahl@usd475.org  785-717-4790 

 

Ware 

Susan Gillespie  SusanGillespie@usd475.org   785-717-4600 

Freedom Brass  FreedomBrass@usd475.org    

 

Washington 

Sandy Clay   SandraClay@usd475.org   785-717-4690 

 

Westwood 

Melinda Martin  MelindaMartin@usd475.org   785-717-4150 
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Elementary Music Programs 
2008-2009 

 
 
The following schools have already scheduled their music programs for 2008-2009. 
Schools that have TBA (To Be Announced) listed will select their program dates and/or 
times during the school year. Watch your building newsletter for more information 
regarding all programs. 
 

 

Custer Hill 
 

November 20, 2008  Thursday  1st and 2nd Grades    6:30 p.m. 
December 11, 2008 Thursday  3rd and 4th Grades   6:30 p.m. 
February 12, 2009 Thursday   5th Grade    6:30 p.m. 
April 16, 2009 Thursday   Kindergarten    6:30 p.m. 
 

Eisenhower 
 

December 16, 2008 Tuesday  3rd, 4th, and 5th Grades and   7:00 p.m. 
Voices in Flight Chorus 

March 10, 2009 Tuesday  K, 1st and 2nd Grades   7:00 p.m. 
 

Fort Riley  
 

December 18, 2008 Thursday  2nd and 3rd Grades   6:30 p.m. 
February 19, 2009 Thursday  1st Grade    6:30 p.m. 
May 14, 2009  Thursday  4th and 5th Grades   6:30 p.m. 
 

Franklin  
 

All programs TBA. Check your building newsletters. 
 
 

Grandview 
 

All programs TBA. Check your building newsletters. 
 
 

Jefferson 
 

December 11, 2008 Thursday  3rd and 4th Grades   6:30 p.m. 
February 19, 2009 Thursday  5th Grade    6:30 p.m. 
April 23, 2009 Thursday  1st and 2nd Grade   6:30 p.m. 
May 7, 2009  Thursday   Kindergarten    6:30 p.m. 
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Lincoln 

 

December 15, 2008 Monday  4th and 5th Grades   6:30 p.m. 
March 9, 2009 Monday  Kindergarten and 1st Grade  6:00 p.m. 
May 7, 2009  Thursday  2nd and 3rd Grades   6:30 p.m. 

 
Milford  

 

December 11, 2008 Thursday  All Grade Levels   7:00 p.m. 
 

Morris Hill 
 

April 28, 2009 Tuesday  K, 1st, and 2nd Grades   6:30 p.m. 
April 30, 2009 Thursday  3rd, 4th, and 5th Grades  6:30 p.m. 
 

Sheridan 
 

December 4, 2008 Thursday  3rd and 4th Grades   TBA 
February 12, 2009 Thursday  1st and 2nd Grades   TBA 
April 16, 2009 Thursday  Kindergarten    TBA 
May 28, 2009  Thursday  5th Grade (Promotion)   TBA 
 

Spring Valley 
 

November 6, 2008 Thursday  2nd and 3rd Grades and ELL  5:45 p.m. 
December 11, 2008 Thursday  4th and 5th Grades   6:30 p.m. 
January 29, 2009 Thursday  Kindergarten and 1st Grade  6:30 p.m. 
 

Ware 
 

October 16, 2008 Thursday  3rd Grade    6:30 p.m. 
November 20, 2008 Thursday  4th Grade    6:30 p.m. 
December 11, 2008 Thursday  5th Grade    6:30 p.m. 
February 12, 2009 Thursday  2nd Grade    6:30 p.m. 
April 16, 2009 Thursday  1st Grade    6:30 p.m. 
May 14, 2009  Thursday  Kindergarten    6:30 p.m. 

 
Washington 

 

November 6, 2008 Thursday  2nd and 3rd Grades   6:30 p.m. 
March 5, 2009 Thursday  Kindergarten and 1st Grade  6:30 p.m. 
May 14, 2009  Thursday  4th and 5th Grades   6:30 p.m. 
 

Westwood 
 

November 18, 2008 Tuesday  2nd and 3rd Grades   6:00 p.m. 
February 10, 2009 Tuesday  4th and 5th Grades   6:00 p.m.  
April 21, 2009 Tuesday  Kindergarten and 1st Grade  6:00 p.m. 
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SINGING 

Rubric 
 

*Exceeds Expectations ï The student consistently:  

 Sings a: 

ñso-mi-laò song ï 1
st
 Grade (ex: Rain, Rain, Go Away) 

ñso-mi-la-do-reò song ï 2
nd

 Grade (ex: Rocky Mountain) 

ñso-mi-la-do-re-doӐò song ï 3
rd

 Grade (ex: Liza Jane) 

ñso-mi-la-do-re-doӐ-faò song ï 4
th

 Grade (ex. Twinkle, Twinkle) 

full range song ï5
th

 Grade  

 Sings the required song in-tune with proper breath control and musical expression 

 Uses an extended singing range, including head voice and lower tones 

 Matches pitches 

 Maintains the tempo and rhythm 

 

+Meets Expectations ï The student frequently:  

 Sings the required song in-tune with proper breath control and musical expression 

 Uses an extended singing range, including head voice and lower tones 

 Matches pitch 

 Maintains the correct tempo and rhythm 

 

^Approaches Expectations ï The student sometimes: 

 Sings the required song in-tune with proper breath control and musical expression 

 Uses an extended singing range, including head voice and lower tones 

 Matches pitch 

 Maintains the correct tempo and rhythm 

 

- Below Expectations ï The student rarely:  

 Sings the required song in-tune with proper breath control and musical expression 

 Uses an extended singing range, including head voice and lower tones 

 Matches pitch 

 Maintains the correct tempo and rhythm 
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PERFORMING ON INSTRUMENTS 

Barred Instruments Rubric 
 

*Exceeds Expectations ï The student consistently:  

 Plays a: 

chord bordun ï steady beat (Kdg./1
st
 Grade) 

chord bordun ï rhythmic pattern (2
nd

 Grade)  

broken bordun ï (2
nd

 Grade) 

level bordun ï (2
nd

 Grade)  

cross-over bordun -  (3
rd

 Grade) 

multiple accompaniment parts ï (4
th

/5
th

 Grade) 

 Plays using proper technique: keeps a light, bouncy touch with gentle wrist action 

(fingers wrapped around, no pointer fingers, elbows out, flat hands, excellent posture) 

 Plays the pitches at a consistent tempo without any stops 

 

+Meets Expectations ï The student frequently:  

 Plays the required pattern accurately  

 Plays using proper technique: keeps a light, bouncy touch with gentle wrist action  

 Plays the pitches at a consistent tempo without any stops 

 

^Approaches Expectations ï The student sometimes:  

 Plays the required pattern accurately  

 Plays using proper technique: keeps a light, bouncy touch with gentle wrist action  

 Plays the pitches at a consistent tempo without any stops 

 

-Below Expectations ï The student rarely:  

 Plays the required pattern accurately  

 Plays using proper technique: keeps a light, bouncy touch with gentle wrist action  

 Plays the pitches at a consistent tempo without any stops 
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PERFORMING ON INSTRUMENTS 

Recorder Rubric 
 

*Exceeds Expectations ï The student consistently:  

 Performs the selected song with correct notes, rhythm/rest values, and fingerings 

 Maintains a steady beat, appropriate tone, tonguing, phrasing, and dynamics  

 Uses correct hand positions 

 Demonstrates excellent posture  

 Plays without stopping during the entire performance 

 

+Meets Expectationsï The student frequently:  

 Performs the selected song with correct notes, rhythm/rest values, and fingerings 

 Maintains a steady beat, appropriate tone, tonguing, phrasing, and dynamics  

 Uses correct hand positions 

 Demonstrates excellent posture  

 Plays without stopping during the entire performance 

 

^Approaches Expectations ï The student sometimes:  

 Performs the selected song with correct notes, rhythm/rest values, and fingerings 

 Maintains a steady beat, appropriate tone, tonguing, phrasing, and dynamics  

 Uses correct hand positions 

 Demonstrates excellent posture  

 Plays without stopping during the entire performance 

 

-Below Expectations ï The student rarely:  

 Performs the selected song with correct notes, rhythm/rest values, and fingerings 

 Maintains a steady beat, appropriate tone, tonguing, phrasing, and dynamics  

 Uses correct hand positions 

 Demonstrates excellent posture  

 Plays without stopping during the entire performance 
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IMPROVISING AND CREATING MUSIC 

Rubric 
 

*Exceeds Expectations ï The student consistently: 

 Improvises/creates an original melody or rhythm on pitched or unpitched instruments that 

incorporates the correct rhythm pattern  

 Creates using the parameters set by the teacher 

 Includes a strong beginning, middle, and end 

 Demonstrates a consistent tempo and rhythm aligned with the underlying beat 

 Uses a ñsingableò melody that moves mostly in a stepwise manner  

 Uses proper technique appropriate to the instrument 

 

+Meets Expectations ï The student frequently:  

 Improvises/creates an original melody or rhythm on pitched or unpitched instruments that 

incorporates the correct rhythm pattern  

 Creates using the parameters set by the teacher 

 Includes a strong beginning, middle, and end 

 Demonstrates a consistent tempo and rhythm aligned with the underlying beat 

 Uses a ñsingableò melody that moves mostly in a stepwise manner  

 Uses proper technique appropriate to the instrument 

 

^Approaches Expectations ï The student sometimes: 

 Improvises/creates an original melody or rhythm on pitched or unpitched instruments that 

incorporates the correct rhythm pattern  

 Creates using the parameters set by the teacher 

 Includes a strong beginning, middle, and end 

 Demonstrates a consistent tempo and rhythm aligned with the underlying beat 

 Uses a ñsingableò melody that moves mostly in a stepwise manner  

 Uses proper technique appropriate to the instrument 

 

-Below Expectations ï The student rarely: 

 Improvises/creates an original melody or rhythm on pitched or unpitched instruments that 

incorporates the correct rhythm pattern  

 Creates using the parameters set by the teacher 

 Includes a strong beginning, middle, and end 

 Demonstrates a consistent tempo and rhythm aligned with the underlying beat 

 Uses a ñsingableò melody that moves mostly in a stepwise manner  

 Uses proper technique appropriate to the instrument 

 

 



 10 

 

READING AND NOTATING MUSIC 

Rubric 
 

*Exceeds Expectations ï The student consistently:  

 Performs grade level appropriate rhythm patterns with accuracy at a consistent tempo 

with no stops  

 Identifies all note/rest names and values that are appropriate for their grade level 

 Distinguishes between various grade level appropriate rhythm patterns 

 Notates rhythm patterns played by another source 

 Keeps a steady beat 

 Demonstrates rhythmic competency ï able to play rhythms correctly to a constant 

beat/tempo 

 

+Meets Expectations ï The student frequently:  

 Performs grade level appropriate rhythm patterns with accuracy at a consistent tempo 

with no stops  

 Identifies all note/rest names and values that are appropriate for their grade level 

 Distinguishes between various grade level appropriate rhythm patterns 

 Notates rhythm patterns played by another source 

 Keeps a steady beat 

 Demonstrates rhythmic competency ï able to play rhythms correctly to a constant 

beat/tempo 

 

^Approaches Expectations ï The student sometimes:  

 Performs grade level appropriate rhythm patterns with accuracy at a consistent tempo 

with no stops  

 Identifies all note/rest names and values that are appropriate for their grade level 

 Distinguishes between various grade level appropriate rhythm patterns 

 Notates rhythm patterns played by another source 

 Keeps a steady beat 

 Demonstrates rhythmic competency ï able to play rhythms correctly to a constant 

beat/tempo 

 

-Below Expectations ï The student rarely:  

 Performs grade level appropriate rhythm patterns with accuracy at a consistent tempo 

with no stops  

 Identifies all note/rest names and values that are appropriate for their grade level 

 Distinguishes between various grade level appropriate rhythm patterns 

 Notates rhythm patterns played by another source 

 Keeps a steady beat 

 Demonstrates rhythmic competency ï able to play rhythms correctly to a constant 

beat/tempo 
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LISTENING TO, ANALYZING, EVALUATING 

AND DESCRIBING MUSIC 

Rubric 
 

*Exceeds Expectations ï The student consistently:  

 Identifies and responds to elements of music through movement 

 Uses correct vocabulary to identify simple musical elements and expressive qualities 

 Identifies and describes age appropriate musical forms (ex.: AB, ABA, rondo, theme and 

variations, etc.) verbally, in writing, or through movement 

 Identifies and classifies unpitched instruments by sight and timbre 

 Identifies and classifies pitched instruments by orchestra family, sight, and timbre 

 Designs criteria for and evaluates musical performances and compositions 

 

+Meets Expectations ï The student frequently:  

 Identifies and responds to elements of music through movement 

 Uses correct vocabulary to identify simple musical elements and expressive qualities 

 Identifies and describes age appropriate musical forms verbally, in writing, or through 

movement  

 Identifies and classifies unpitched instruments by sight and timbre 

 Identifies and classifies pitched instruments by orchestra family, sight, and timbre 

 Designs criteria for and evaluates musical performances and compositions 

 

^Approaches Expectations ï The student sometimes:  

 Identifies and responds to elements of music through movement 

 Uses correct vocabulary to identify simple musical elements and expressive qualities  

 Identifies and describes age appropriate musical forms verbally, in writing, or through 

movement 

 Identifies and classifies unpitched instruments by sight and timbre 

 Identifies and classifies pitched instruments according to orchestra family, sight, and 

timbre 

 Designs criteria for and evaluates musical performances and compositions 

 

-Below Expectations ï The student rarely:  

 Identifies and responds to elements of music through movement 

 Uses correct vocabulary to identify simple musical elements and expressive qualities  

 Identifies and describes age appropriate musical forms verbally, in writing, or through 

movement 

 Identifies and classifies unpitched instruments by sight and timbre 

 Identifies and classifies pitched instruments according to orchestra family, sight, and 

timbre 

 Designs criteria for and evaluates musical performances and compositions 
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UNDERSTANDING RELATIONSHIPS 

BETWEEN ARTS & OTHER SUBJECTS 

Rubric 
 

*Exceeds Expectations: The student consistently:  

 Explains and provides examples of the following terms: line, form, contrast, color, 

texture, in two or more of the arts (music, dance, theater, visual arts)  

 Provides examples of how music relates to different subjects they study in school  

 

+Meets Expectations: The student correctly:  

 Explains and provide examples of three or four of the following terms: line, form, 

contrast, color, texture, in two of the arts (music, dance, theater, visual arts)  

 Provides examples of how music relates to three of the different subjects they study in 

school 

 

^Approaches Expectations: The student correctly:  

 Explains and provides examples of two of the following terms: line, form, contrast, color, 

texture, in two of the arts (music, dance, theater, visual arts)  

 Provides examples of how music relates to two of the different subjects they study in 

school 

 

-Below Expectations: The student correctly:  

 Explains and provides examples of none or one of the following terms: line, form, 

contrast, color, texture, in none or one of the arts (music, dance, theater, visual arts)  

 Provides examples of how music relates to none or one of the different subjects they 

study in school 
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UNDERSTANDING RELATIONSHIPS  

BETWEEN HISTORY & CULTURE 

Rubric 
 

*Exceeds Expectations - In almost all examples the student: 

 Correctly identifies the historical period/culture 

 Uses correct terminology to describe the musical elements heard in each example 

 Describes the characteristics that makes a particular genre of music appropriate for 

different situations  

 Identifies and describes the roles of musicians in various settings/cultures 

 Demonstrates appropriate concert etiquette  

 

+Meets Expectations - In most examples the student: 

 Correctly identifies the historical period/culture 

 Uses correct terminology to describe the musical elements heard in each example 

 Describes the characteristics that makes a particular genre of music appropriate for 

different situations  

 Identifies and describes the roles of musicians in various settings/cultures 

 Demonstrates appropriate concert etiquette  

 

^Approaches Expectations - In some examples the student: 

 Correctly identifies the historical period/culture 

 Uses correct terminology to describe the musical elements heard in each example 

 Describes the characteristics that makes a particular genre of music appropriate for 

different situations  

 Identifies and describes the roles of musicians in various settings/cultures 

 Demonstrates appropriate concert etiquette  

 

-Below Expectations - In few examples the student: 

 Correctly identifies the historical period/culture 

 Uses correct terminology to describe the musical elements heard in each example 

 Describes the characteristics that makes a particular genre of music appropriate for 

different situations  

 Identifies and describes the roles of musicians in various settings/cultures 

 Demonstrates appropriate concert etiquette 
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Glossary of Terms 
 

 

Accompaniment ï Music that supports the sound of the featured performer(s). 

 

Barred Instruments ï Pitched instruments played with a mallet. Examples would include 

xylophone, metallophone, and glockenspiel.  

 

Bordun ï An accompaniment used when playing the barred instruments. 

  

Concert Etiquette ï High expectations of audience behavior at a concert. 

  

Dynamics ï The loudness and softness of sound or volume. (ff, f, mf, mp, p, pp) 

 

Families of Instruments -  

String ï Musical instruments played by bowing, plucking, striking, or strumming a 

string. (examples: Violin, Viola, Cello, Bass, Harp) 

 

Percussion ï Musical instruments played by shaking, striking, or scraping. (examples: 

Drum, Maracas, Tambourine, Guiro, Xylophone) 

 

Woodwind ï Musicians blow into the instrument and most woodwinds use a reed to help 

produce their sound. (examples: Flute, Clarinet, Oboe, Bassoon, 

Saxophone) 

 

Brass ï Wind instruments which use a mouthpiece to help create their sound. Brass 

musicians buzz their lips on the mouthpiece making the air inside their 

instruments vibrate. (examples: Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Tuba) 

  

Form ï  The overall plan of a piece of music.  

 Binary ï AB ïA musical plan that has two different parts, or sections. 

Ternary ï ABA ï A musical plan that has three sections. The first and last sections are 

the same. The middle section is different. 

Rondo ï ABACA ï A musical form in which a section is repeated, with contrasting 

sections between. 

Theme and Variations  - A musical form that begins with a melody or theme. The 

theme is then changed in some way to make a series of 

variations of the original melody. (A non-musical example 

would be to choose a soft drink such as Pepsi as your theme. 

Variations could include: Diet Pepsi, Caffeine Free Pepsi, 

Cherry Pepsi, Diet Pepsi with Lime, etc.) 

 

Genre ï Different styles of music such as classical, rock, jazz, bluegrass, folk, etc.  

 

Harmony ï Two or more different tones sounding at the same time. 

 

Head Voice ï The natural, light unrestrained singing voice of a child. This is the opposite of 

their speaking or chest voice.  

 

Improvise ï To make up music as it is being performed. Improvisation is often used in jazz. 
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Mallet ï The device used to strike barred instruments and assorted percussion instruments. 

 

Melody ï A line of single tones that move upward, downward, or repeat to create a tune. 

 

Meter ï The way the beats of music are grouped, often in sets of two or in sets of three. 

 

Meter Signature ï A musical symbol that tells the performer the designated meter.  

 

Notate ï The writing of music.  

 

Pitched Instruments ï Instruments that can play a tune or melody. 

 

Recorder ï An end-blown flute without keys.  

 

Rhythm ï Patterns of long and short sounds. 

 

Solfege ï Singing the pitches of the scale with syllables. (Do, re, mi,é.) 

 

Steady Beat ï The underlying pulse. (Similar to a heartbeat.) 

 

Tempo ï The speed of the beat in music. 

 

Timbre (Tone Color) ï The special sound that makes one instrument or voice sound different 

from another.   

 

Tonguing ï Producing a beginning sound on a wind instrument with the tongue. 

 

Unpitched Instruments ï Percussion instruments that cannot play a melody such as snare drum, 

wood block, maracas, and triangle. 
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